Immunocastration in heavy pig production:
growth performance and carcass characteristics
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1. Introduction

castration [1].
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Immunocastration, through a process of active immunization which ends
with the suppression of testicular function, is an effective method to prevent
the presence of boar taint, avoiding pain and stress associated to surgical

Several studies have evaluated its impact on productive traits and carcass
characteristics in light pig production, whereas these aspects were less
studied in heavy pig production [2-4].

Our aim is to compare growth performance and carcass
characteristics in immunocastrated and surgically

castrated pigs, raised for heavy pig production.

2. Materials and Methods

166 commercial-hybrid male pigs were randomly
allocated to two treatment groups:

‘& Immunocastration (IC; n=83), pigs receiving
Improvac® at 15, 22-24, 32, and 36 weeks of
age

‘& Surgical Castration (SC; n=83), pigs surgically
castrated at 4 days of age

Animals were kept under the same feed and housing
conditions, in compliance with Dir. 2008/120/EC.

3. Results

» IC and SC pigs were slaughtered respectively
at 40 and 41 weeks of age.

» Animals were weighed across the
experimental period and average daily gain
was calculated.

At slaughter, carcasses were weighed and
classification was made accordingly to
Decision 38/2014/EC using the Fat-O-Meter
system.

Productive performance and carcass traits are reported below.
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Carcasses were classified as follows: 4. Discussion
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Our results confirm that immunocastration is an interesting alternative

Undesirable to surgical castration in heavy pigs, as neither performance nor
quality for productive quality are negatively influenced. Further studies are

Parma ham

LN economic impact in this production system.
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